Dear Parishioners,

Christ is born! Glorify him!

“O Christ, what shall we offer You for Your coming on earth as a Man for our
sake? Every creature that has its being from You gives thanks to You: the
angels offer hymns of praise, the heavens give a star; wise men present their
gifts, and the shepherds, their wonder, the earth provides a cave and the desert
a manger. As for us, we offer you a Mother, a Virgin Mother. O God who are
from all eternity, have mercy on us”

(Christmas Eve Vespers)

What shall we offer Christ this year as we celebrate His Nativity? What
birthday gift will please Him and God His Father and His mother Mary, most of
all?

Surely the greatest gift we can give Jesus is to accept the gifts which God
the Father gives to us through Him. And surely the greatest gift that Jesus
gives us from the Father is Himself, His life, His teaching and His body and
blood for our salvation.

Let us accept God’s gifts to us in His Son Jesus. Let us accept Jesus
Himself as God’s greatest gift. And let us offer ourselves in return to Him, with
gratitude and joy, as the Nativity present which will please Him the most.

May your Christmas Season be filled with peace and joy and may the New
Year 2012 be for you and your loved ones a year of the Lord’s favor in every
way.

With Love in the Incarnate Christ,

Fr. Anargyros

AyaTtinTol EvopiTec,

«O AOYOoC OGpE €eYEVETO KOL EOKAKWOEV €V NUIV...TTAAPNG X&PLTOC KoL
oaAnBelac» lwav. (A’ 14)

MuoTAPLO BKOV KL XKAXTXVONTO £PXETAL ELC TO WG HUE Th Yévvnan TOUL
SWTAPOC XpLoToL €1¢ Th BnOAeép. H yévvnaon Tou SwTRpog XpLloTol pavepWVEL
TV &TTELPOV YXTIN Tou @0l TIPOC TOV KOOHO. AyyeholL Kol ovOpwTtrol
UTTNPETOUV pE POPBO KL XKP& €LC TO HLOTAPLO TNC EVAVOPWTTATEWC TOu Y100



Tou Og00. Tou €pyou TNG oWTNPLXG TOL KOTUOUL TTOU ATO TTPOXLWVLOG BOULAN
KoL oTTOOOLE Tou Oegol. Ayyehog dlaxwTiCel ToV TTLOTO lwong dlx Tnv
vévvnan Tou uvloL Tng MapBévou kol opiTel To GVOUX TOL ZWTAPOC KAL EENYEL
TNV €VVOLX TTOU €XEL TO OVOUX aUTO. INT00C, dnAadn ZwThp, O elval To Ovou
TOL TTLdLOD.

BAéTTOLpE ekel €lg TN BnOAeépy Bpéog adOVOTO KoL PNTEPX TITWXNR KoL
TIPOOTATN EPYNTLKO KAL ATVN 0AOYWV Twwv. Kot Opwg o yevvndelg elval o
AOYOC, 0 YLOC Tou @00 0 MoVOoyeVNC, TTOL LTTAPXE TIPO TIAVTWY TWV KLWVWV.
Elvat o Travtoduvapocg Koplog, n tnyn thg TwAG, To W To AnOwvo. ‘EAape
OXPKX ovVOpWTILVN, dlX VX TTANCL&OEL TOug ovBpwTrouvg. Epdpeae Tnv dikNn
HOC TITWXELK, DL VO PG HETHOWON TOV TIAOUTO TWV TIVEUUOTLKWY dWPEWV
Tou. Elval «TTARPNG X&PLTOC», TINYA XKPLOUXTWY TIVEUHOTLKWY HE TX OTTOLX
AVNYPWVEL TOV XVOPpWTTO KL TOUL dIdEL TNV TIPAYUATLKAV TOL BECLY KOVTX €LC
ToV Og0. AMNG elval KoL «TTARPNG GANBElBC». ALOTL, XUTO €LVAL N EVOXPKWHEVN
OXAROELX, TTOL €pXETAL XTTO TOV O€0 KL XUTH BENEL VX HETOOWOEL O OAOUC.

A dexTOUHE AOLTTOV XYKTINTOL MOV, HE XXP&X TNV TATTELVA Yévvnouwy Tou
KXL &XC TOU TTPOOW@EPWUE , dWPXK, TNV TILOTLY, TV €UYVWHOOUVNV K&L TNV
XYXTTN HOC.

Me ay&Trn T1pog Tov EvoopkwBévta XpLoTov,

MNaTtAp Av&pyuvpog

GREETINGS!

Fr. Anargyros, Fr. John, the President of the Parish Council and its members, President of the
Philoptochos and its members, PTO President and its members, the teachers of the Greek and

Sunday Church Schools and the entire staff of St. Athanasios Parish wish everyone.... MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

EYXEX
O matAp Av&pyupog, o TIaTAp lwavvng, o TIpOedpoC K&l T MEAR TOUL
EkkAnolxoTikoO ZupBouAiov, n TIpoedpog kol T MHEAN TNG DPLAOTITWXOUL
AdENPOTNTOG, N TIpOedpog kol To HEAN TOU SUANOYOUL Tovéwv Kol
ALDXOKOAAWY, oL AB&GOKKAOL TOU EAANVIKOU Kot KaxTnxnTikoO IXOAElwv Kol



OAOKANPO TO TIPOOWTILKO TG evoplag Tou Aylou abavaoiov, sdXovTal Ot
OAoucG....KAAA XPIZTOYFENNA KAI EYTYXIEMENO TO NEO ETOX

ICON OF THE NATIVITY

One of the most famous icons is that of the Nativity. Its symbolism is
that of the Creator of the Universe entering history as a newborn babe. The
little helpless figure in swaddling clothes represents the complete submission
of Christ to the physical conditions governing the human race. Yet He remains
Lord of Creation. The angels sing praises. The Magi and the shepherds bring
their gifts. The sky salutes Him with a star. The earth provides Him with a
cave. The animal watch Him in silent wonder, and we humans offer Him one of
us, the Virgin Mother.

The lower scenes underline the scandal of the Incarnation. The right-
hand scene shows the washing of the infant by the mid-wife and her assistant.
It tells that Christ was born like any other child. The scene on the left portrays
Joseph, who, having observed the washing of the infant, is once again assailed
by doubts as to the virginity of his spouse. He is tempted by the devil, who
suggests if the infant was truly divine He would not have been born in the
human way. The Mother Mary is in the center and from her reclining position
looks at Joseph as if trying to overcome his doubts and temptations.

GOYA

I am pleased to say that our new GOYA year has been off to a good start, with past
events such as the kick-off dance, the Holy Cross Celebration, and the Mr./Miss GOYA
pageant in September and October. Especially in regards to the Mr./Miss GOYA pageant,
where our very own Chris Georgiadis won the title of Mr. GOYA!

Our annual fundraisers for this year have also been a success, with our recent
loukoumades sale and the Yankee Candle sale. = We also had the annual bowling
tournament and dance on November 5" where a few of our own GOYAns won medals in
the tournament, including Kristi Marcopoulos who won highest scoring girl!  On
November 19" our church had a Lenten Christmas Retreat, which was a nice way for all
the GOYAns to come together and learn more about our faith. The next event will be
Bridges alongside a District Retreat coming up on December 9™ at Wyckoff Church.
Bridges is a good opportunity to give back to those who are less fortunate than us, and the



Retreat is another good chance to learn more about our faith. Later this month on
December 28 is the annual Christmas Dance, which will be taking place at the Randolph
Church.

On a final note, I would again like to congratulate Chris Georgiadis for Mr. GOYA
and thank everyone who has helped to make this year a special one for me as well as my
fellow board members. I would also like to encourage everyone to attend Sunday School
and be part of our Church community which is such an important aspect of GOYA. I
look forward to the rest of the year and hope that you are as well.

With Christ’s Love,

Eleni Skoutakis
GOYA President.

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of NJ
Mr. / Ms. GOYA Results

Chris Georgiades - 1st Place
Eleni Skoutakis - 3rd Place

Scholarship Award

Sophia Marcopoulos
Angela Panagiotopoulos

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

Father Anargyros is happy to announce that Thea Portelos will be our new Assistant
Church School Director. A warm welcome to Thea!

Our Sunday Church School Children have been busy learning and living their Orthodox
faith in their classrooms and by participating in special Church School activities throughout the
fall and winter seasons. In November, our annual Church School Food Drive marked the
Christian spirit of giving by collecting food for needy families. Our families and children
collected several boxes filled with Thanksgiving food items that were donated to needy families
in our area. We offer special thanks to Josianne Sangaret-Sako, Maria Kolaros, and their
children for organizing this event.

The theme of this year’s Christmas Lenten Retreat was “The True Gifts of Christmas”.
The teachers and parents prepared a wonderful day of discussions, singing, activities and holiday

baking. The participants focused on the real meaning of Christmas, and how we celebrate this



important holiday in the Greek tradition. The Retreat Committee included teachers Christina
Georgotas, Sotiria and Maria Stavropoulos, Christine Karabetsos and Anna Zalokostas. Great
job!

We are looking forward to a joyous Christmas Church School/ Greek School Holiday
Program. Please come to this special program on December 18 and watch our children reenact
the Nativity of our Lord. Enjoy the holiday season by singing Christmas Carols, Kalanda and
seasonal hymns.

We invite all to join us on December 29 for a visit to St. Michaels Home for the Aged.
Those who have attended this event in the past know the tremendous warmth and love of this
event. There is nothing that compares to the smiles that we see on the faces of the residents when
we sing and dance with them. It’s a fun time for everyone! This event is one of the memorable

events of the year. Please join us.

GODPARENT / GODCHILD SUNDAY

February Sth
On Sunday, February 5th, the Church Sunday School will be hosting
Godparent Sunday. Invitations will be prepared for each child to send to
their respective Godparent. This is a special day for Godchildren and
Godparents to gather with family and friends for worship and
fellowship.  There will be a brunch following the Divine Liturgy.
Additional information will be forthcoming.

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED AND
JOYOUS NEVW YEAR!

The Sunday Church School Faculty

PHILOPTOCHOS

On behalf of St. Irenes’ Philoptochos we extend to you our heartfelt wishes for a wonderful and
blessed advent and Christmas Season. We thank all of you for your support of our philanthropic
efforts.



Congratulations to our Philoptochos members for holding a successful Lord & Taylor Fundraiser,
and for there outstanding effort towards our annual fashion show which was held November 10,
2011, where we raised funds for Alzheimers Research and the Parkinsons Foundation.
Upcoming events for Philoptochos are;

The National Philoptochos Childrens Medical Luncheon, which is being held this year in
Greenwich, CT on December 3, 2011. Proceeds of this bieniel event provides assistance to
children’s medical charities across the United States. A delegation of our ladies will be
attending. If you would like to attend see Thea Portelos.

We look forward to participating and sponsoring our communities annual St. Michael’s
Visitation, which is scheduled for Wednesday, December 29, 2011. Tentatively, bus will be
scheduled to depart 11:30 am from our Church. This visitation is open to the entire community,
and enables us to spread Christmas tiding and cheer to the residents of St. Michael’s, along with
the children in our youth programs and Church School.

Sponsorship of the Annual Vasilopita on New Years Day. We will also be hosting our annual
Ladies Night Out sometime in the beginning of the year.

As always our organization is open to new members. Membership is open to all Orthodox
Christian Woman over the age of 18. Associate memberships are available for men as well.

Sincerely,
Thea Portelos
President

NEA AINO TO EAAHNIKO 2XOAEIO

Tnv Tetaptn 2 NoguBpiov, To EAANVIKO HOC OXOAELO TTXPOLOIXOE TNV YLOPTA
™G 28n¢ OkTwPBpilov, OTHV KOWOTIKA HOG aiBovon. XxpoOpEVOL KL YEUKTOL
eVOOLOLXOPO Ol PKONTEC HPOC CTTAYYELARV TG TIOAMOTO TOUC, KAl Tpayoldnoov
TTXTPLWTLKG
ETIETELRKX TPOyoUdLk. H ONUAVTIKA KUTH LOTOPLKA E€TTETELOC, ME TLC Ouoleg OAwV
QUTWV TIOL oywvioOnkav yux T WBAVIK& TNg TaTpdong pog, eival Boabelk
XXPOAYHEVN OTNV YUXA PG, YL XUTO KaL OAOL BPOVTOPWVNOXE:

ZHTQ TO EMMNOZ Ttou 1940
ZHTQO H EANAAA

Tnv Kuplakn 6 NoguBpiou, To EAANVIKO PG OXOAELO ME TNV CULVEPYXTLX TOUL
SUANOYOU ToVEWV KOl ALBGOKAAWY, TIKPOLOTLXOE TNV TTOALTLOTLKA €kdNAwaON "TaELdL
oThv EANGOA".

NOLWOOUE TIEPAPAVOL KOXUXPUWVOVTRC TO ULTTEPOXK £€pYB TWV MEONTWV HOC,
XTTOAXUOGHE TNV  TIOWKIAX TWV VOOTIHWY @AYNTWY, OLKOKEOXOKHUE ME TO
HOUCLKOXOPEVUTLKO TTPOYPRHUHUG TTOU KAXTXXELPOKPOTHONKE.

‘HTov pla eTmiTuXNpéVn EKONAWGOT, TTOU KPNOE TLC KXKAVTEPEC EVTUTIWOELC.



‘Eva ueyoO\o EUXO(pLOT(,U ge OAoULC TOUG YOVELC TTOU €pYRTONKAV TTOANEC oupeg
YLX THV ETOLUOOLX TOU TIPOYPAHUHUKTOC XUTOU, OTLG DXOKAAEC HOC YLK TLC HOYELPLKEC
KoL TOXXPOTIAXOTLKEC TOUC TIPOOWOPEC, OANX KOL YL TNV ETTLHENELX  TWV
XELPOTEXVIKWY €KOEUXTWY, OTOULC PAONTEC pog, oTov MoaTépax AVEPYLPO YLX TLC
OUHBOUVAEC KOL OTAPLEA TOU, KL TEALKK OAOLG OOOUG HOLPKOTONKKV HATL PXG TO
OHOoPPO aLTO "TAELDL oTNV EANGOK".

SNUELWOTE TLC KATWOL nUEpOopnViec:

23 NogpBpiov, To EAANVIKO oxoAelo B elvail KAELOTO (TTopaxpovi TNG Huépag Twv
EuxapLoTiwv.

18 AgkepBplov, N XpLOTOVYEVVLATLKN YLOPTH TOL EAANVLKOO KL KXTNXNTIKOV
oXOA&lov.

29 lavouapiou, n yLopTA Twv TpLwv lepapxwv —n YLOpTH TwV MPoXUUETWV.

On November 2nd, our Greek school celebrated the 28th of October (OXI day), in the community

center. Our students recited poems and sang patriotic songs, with a lot of enthusiasm. We will never
forget this important day of our homeland Greece, and the sacrifices of all the heroes who fought for our
freedom.

LONG LIVE THE HEROES OF 1940

On Sunday November 6th, our Greek school in cooperation with the PTO organization, presented
the Cultural event "Journey to Greece". It was a wonderful program, well organized, and filled with
happy memories delicious food, excellent music, dances and smiling faces... Everybody admired the

I wish to thank all the people who worked hard for thls event: Parents, teachers, students. Finally
I wish to thank Father Anargyros for his advice and support, and all of you Who supported the "Journey to
Greece".

Please mark your calendars:

November 23rd is Thanksgiving Eve, and the Greek school will remain closed.
On December 18th, we will have our Christmas program along with the Church school.
On January 29th, we will celebrate The "Greek letters Day.

P.T.O.

Dear St. Athanasios Families,

As the Holiday Season is quickly approaching, the entire PTO Executive Board are busy
planning fun and exciting activities and events for all of our Greek School children. Our
commitment to support our Greek School will be successful with everyone’s help!

We thank all those who have made our recent Spanakopita Baked & Frozen Sales’ so
successful! Our St. Athanasios Community is not only a place where our children learn, but it is
a place where they will make life-long friends. It is Home away from Home for both the parents
and the children. This Home requires the support of each and every one of us.



We encourage everyone to please come to our upcoming meetings, get involved and offer
us your valuable input!

Please mark your calendars:

Monday, December 12, 2011: PTO Monthly Meeting - 5:00 p.m. in Community Hall
Sunday, December 18, 2011: Greek School & Sunday Church School Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 21, 2011: Greek School Christmas Party

Friday, December 23rd - January 2, 2012: Christmas Break. Classes begin on 1/4/12
Monday, January 9, 2012: PTO Monthly Meeting - 5:00pm in Community Hall
Wednesday, January 18, 2012: No Greek School - St. Athanasios Feast Day

Sunday, January 29, 2012: Greek Letters Day/ Three Hierarchs Program

Also, don’t forget to mark your calendars for our Annual PTO

“Horosperida”, featuring Yianni Papastefano and his Orchestra on February
11.2012!"!

With love in Christ,

Eleni Karounos
St. Athanasios PTO President

XPIZSTOYTENNIATIKH KAPTA:
Mo TNV CUUPMETOXN OOKC OTNV €TAOLX XPLOTOLYEVWLATLKN K&pTax Tou 2011,
TTXPXKOAOVHUE CUPTTANPWONTE TNV @OPHX KL MOl HE TO dWpPo OGC,
OTAAETE LTV OTO Mpaelo pog péxpL 4 Askepfplovu.

AOYAOYAIA TIA 3TOAIZMO:
E&v OéAeTE VO DWOETE XPAUKTA YLX TNV AYOP& AOUAOULDLWYV TTPOC OTOALOHO
NG EKKANOlag pOC Yo T XpLOTOUYEVVK N YLK TOV OTOALOHO TWV ELKOVWV
Yl TNV €0pTR Tou Aylouv ABavoaiov, TTXPXKXAOVUUE VO ETTLKOWVWVNOETE JE
TO Ypapeio TNG EkkAnolag pac.
AMNMO®PHKH TPO®IMON:

H EKKANOGIX PG TTRXPEXEL TPOWLUG OE OLKOYEVELEC TTOU €XOLV GVAYKN. ZnTolue
OUOKELXOMEVD TPO@LUX, €TTL koOnuepwvAg. Baoswg. To VEO &voplakd oUTO
TIPOYPOUHa B guvexion povo pe Tnv Bonbelx oag. O& BENGUE VX EUXKPLOTHOOVHE
OAOUC TOUC OdWPLTEC, ME T TPOPLUX YLX TNV hpépax Twv Euxapiotiwv. H
YEWGLOdWPLX TOUC TIPOC TOUC CUVAVOPWTIOUC HAC TTOU PBPLOKOVTAL OE UALKA
QVAYKN €lVOL XTTOTEAECHUX TNG KYXTING TOULG TTPOC Tov KOpLo kol Od poc.

KOYIMO BAZIAONITAS:

To kOYo TnG KolwvoTlkAg BaOAOTILTTOC. B yilvet Tnv Kuplokn 8
lavovoipiov 2012 apéowc PeETE TNV Ol Asttovpyia. MoapakaxAoOpe OAoLG




TOUG evopiTeg KOl iAoug va TTapaBpeOolv 0To KOWLUO TG BXTAOTILTTC.

AlrNAZMO3 OIKQON:
O maTAp Avapyupoc Ba ayl&Tel oTTiTIX TNV EROOUGDN HETE TX O0PAVELX.
E&xv OéAeTe v éNOeL v ayLXOEL KOL TO DLKO OOG OTI(TL, TT’PAKOAELTOE v
ETTLKOLVWVNOETE PE TO YPUPELO TNG EKKANTIXC paC.

CHRISTMAS CARD & APPEAL:

Express your wishes for the Christmas Season to all parishioners and friends through the

community Christmas Card. Donation for having your family included in the card is $20.
Please submit your completed form with your check. The deadline is December 4th. We also
kindly ask that you do not forget the church in your Christmas gift list. Please send your
Christmas gift for the Parish to the Church Office.

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS /
ST. ATHANASIOS:

If anyone is interested in donating towards the purchase of ponsettias for Christmas or

flowers for the adornment of the icons for the Feast Day of St. Athanasios, please contact
the Church office.

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY

We wish to thank all our parishioners and friends of St. Athanasios for remembering our Food Pantry
for Thanksgiving. Our Food Pantry helps families that have a need for assistance. It is very important
that we keep our food Pantry filled at all times. Please remember the bank for the needy is at the
entrance of the Community Center.

FOS BOOKSTORE
Christmas is just around the corner, so why not stop by the bookstore to choose a special gift
for that special person. We have beautiful religious items, a variety of books for adults and
children and cards. We are always ready to serve your needs and special requests.

VASILOPITA CELEBRATION:

The Community Vasilopita Celebration will be on Sunday, January 8, 2012 after the Divine
Liturgy. We ask that all parishioners and friends to join us for this very special beginning of
the New Year Celebration.

HOUSE BLESSINGS:

Fr. Anargyros will be blessing homes the week after the Epiphany. Anyone wishing to have
their home blessed should contact the church office.

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR

O Lord our God, who have placed times and seasons under



your own authority; who, in your infinite compassion and goodness,
have counted us worthy to enter a New Year of your loving kindness,
bless it and keep us in peace.

Loose, remit and forgive any sins that we may have committed
during the year that is past, and keep us free from sin in the New
Year.

Enlighten us with the light of your truth and your divine
commandments. Establish in our souls your holy will, and guide us
to every work that is good and pleasing to you.

Guard well our Holy church with your divine grace. Remember,
Lord, our nation; train up the youth; protect the elderly; encourage
the faint-hearted; gather the scattered; bring back those who have
gone astray, and reunite them to your Holy Church.

Overshadow our Land with your might, and grant it gentle rain
and abundance of the fruits of the earth. Speak of goodness in the
hearts of our rulers; support and strengthen them, together with our
armed forces by land, sea and air so that in their tranquility we may
lead our life in every piety and dignity.

Let your kingdom come upon us, O Lord; the kingdom of love,
goodness, peace and justice; and make us worthy to praise and
glorify, with one mouth and one heart, your most honorable and
majestic name, of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen

IEPA TIANHIYPIZ TOY
AT10Y AOGANAZIOY

Méyoc EotrepLvoc
Tpitn, 17 lavoupiov oTig 7:00 p.p.

‘OpBpocg koL Ociax AslTovpyla
TetxpTn, 18 lavovapilov oTig 8:30 ..

EopTaoTikn deELWOLE KATOTILY TWV lepwv AKOAOLOLWY &TTO TV PAOTITWXO.



FEAST DAY OF OUR
PATRON SAINT ATHANASIOS

Tuesday, January 17th - Great Vespers 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 18th - Orthros and Divine Liturgy 8:30
a.m.

Reception to follow after the Services, hosted by our
Philoptochos.



